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Preamble
In Candrakīrti s Madhyamakāvatārabhāṣya (MABh), various Mahāyāna sūtras are quoted as authoritative scriptures. One of these is the Dhāraṇīśvararājaparipṛcchā (Dhrp), which is focused upon below. Without going into details about the quoted texts themselves, the present paper intends to point out underlying concepts which occur in the context of the quotations, most centrally, the presupposition of subitism when entering the Buddha stage which is differentiated from the mental state of all other beings.
On the Dhāraṇī vararājaparipṛcchā
The Dhrp is available in Chinese and Tibetan translation: (T no. 398, vol. 13, 409a1-452a17) . This Dhrp is cited under the title, Dhāraṇīśvararāja-sūtra, in the Ratnagotravibhāga Mahāyānottaratantra (RGV).
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1) The RGV refers to the Dhrp as consisting of two chapters,
i.e., Nidāna-parivarta and Bodhisattva-tathāgata-dharmabheda-(parivarta) , which are almost equivalent to the *Alaṅkāra-parivarta and *Dhāraṇīśvararāja-bodhisattva-parivarta in the extant translations mentioned above. As Takasaki points out, 2) the latter chapter, which makes up the main body of the Dhrp, deals with two topics, i.e., the characteristics and acts of Bodhisattvas and of the Tathāgata, respectively. The 32 Tathāgata acts are enu-
The Dhāraṇīśvararājaparipṛcchā Quoted in the Madhyamakāvatārabhāṣya (Yonezawa) merated in the Dhrp as 10 powers (bala-), 4 grounds of self-confidence (vaiśāradya-), and 18 exclusive properties of a Buddha (āveṇika-buddhadharma-). The 64 qualities of the Buddha, consisting of the 32 Tathāgata acts and the 32 physical characteristics of the Great Man (mahāpuruṣalakṣaṇa), are enumerated in the third chapter of the RGV.
3)
Bhāviveka also refers to the Dhrp as a representative Mahāyāna sūtras in his Tarkajvālā, when commenting on Madhyamakahṛdayakārikā IV.36.
4)
Quotations in the Madhyamakāvatārabhās · ya
In the MABh, Candrakīrti quotes the Dhrp in his comments on MA VI.213 and XII.22-31, in which the 18 exclusive properties of a Buddha and the 10 powers are respectively explained. 5) Let us examine the contexts in which the Dhrp is quoted.
Topics in VI.201c-215
In the sixth chapter of the MA, The Dhāraṇīśvararājaparipṛcchā Quoted in the Madhyamakāvatārabhāṣya (Yonezawa) O, Śāriputra, the Bodhisattva Mahāsattva, when immediately after the thought of enlightenment he has, with a wisdom conjoined with one single thought moment, entered on the adamantine concentrations, reaches the knowledge of all modes. He is endowed with the ten powers of a Tathāgata, the four grounds of self-confidence, the four analytical knowledges, the 18 special Buddhadharmas, the great friendliness, the great compassion, the great sympathetic joy, the great evenmindedness, and the unhindered deliverance of a Buddha.
9)
Although the term adamantine-like concentration is not used in the MABh, it seems reasonable to presume that the Buddhist doctrinal categories which are found under the topic of the emptiness of own characteristic are closely related to the descriptions about subitism in the Prajñāpāramitā literature, especially those of the Pvp, for it is explicitly stated in VI.223 cd that the 20 sorts of emptiness are mentioned within the Prajñāpāramitā method (prajñāpāramitānīti).
10)
Quotations in the Twelfth Chapter
In the autocommentary to XII.22-31, Candrakīrti quotes the Dhrp s descriptions of the 10 powers one by one. Let us note in what follows, first, the main topic of the twelfth chapter, second, a presupposition for entering the Buddha stage, and finally, Candrakīrti s comments after the quotation of the Dhrp.
The Main Topic of the Twelfth Chapter
The twelfth chapter of the MA(Bh) discusses the qualities (guṇa) of the Buddha stage 
A Presupposition for Entering the Buddha Stage
In the commentary to the second verse (XII.2), a crucial factor for entering the Buddha stage is explicitly expressed. The verse is introduced by the following comments: The commentary ends with the following concluding remarks:
The Dhāraṇīśvararājaparipṛcchā Quoted in the Madhyamakāvatārabhāṣya (Yonezawa) Moreover, because this [i.e., the truth (de kho na nyid = tattva)] is ascertained within a single moment of awareness, the Bhagavat achieves omniscient knowledge in a single moment of awareness.
13)
From the above, it is obvious that Candrakīrti presupposes subitism as necessary for entering the Buddha stage. If this idea, as mentioned above, is derived from the Prajñapāramitā literature, we may presume that Candrakīrti had a close connection with the Pūrvaśaila branch of the Mahāsāṃghika sect.
14)
Candrakīrti s Comments After the Quotations
After the quotations of the Dhrp, the following concluding remarks are found in the
MABh:
The Tathāgata is possessed of the unimaginable sphere of the knowledge; is connected with all qualities other than those; dwells indistinguishably from the Dharma body; is possessed of each of the extensive qualities which are examined by the example of space; and becomes a leader of the people who are included within the four great currents, namely lust, existence, wrong view, and ignorance, and have no leader which can be said more extensively. Because of his fulfilment of all modes (sarvākāra), these ten powers of the Buddha the Bhagavat purify all modes in the 
Conclusion
The MABh quotes the Dhrp s descriptions of the 18 exclusive properties of a Buddha and the 10 powers, which constitute the 32 Tathāgata acts. It is certain that Candrakīrti was
The Dhāraṇīśvararājaparipṛcchā Quoted in the Madhyamakāvatārabhāṣya (Yonezawa) aware that the 32 Tathāgata acts in the Dhrp are important factors for explaining the qualities of the Buddha stage, which is definitely distinct from the stages for bodhisattvas, pratyekabuddhas, and śrāvakas. Moreover, for the sake of the attainment of the Buddha stage, Candrakīrti presupposes subitism which has been discussed and developed in the Prajñāpāramitā literature.
* My special thanks are due to Profs. Jonathan A. Silk, Kevin A. Vose, and Anne MacDonald for invaluable comments and English check. Needless to say, all remaining mistakes in this paper are my responsibility alone. The idea of discriminative insight connected with one single moment seems, according to the Kathāvatthu-atthakathā (T no. 221: 9b24; T no. 222: 159b11; T no. 223: 228a20) , only two elements of the The Dhāraṇīśvararājaparipṛcchā Quoted in the Madhyamakāvatārabhāṣya (Yonezawa) four immeasurables, namely great friendliness and great compassion appear. Dutt (1934: 82, 7-11); Kimura (2007: 97, 25-29) 
